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agreed that Mr. Hoadley, till date, has complied with
all the conditions of the contract of the ist April, with
the exception of the commencement of delivery of shells,
which is due to force majeure, i.e. to failure to obtain the
punctual delivery of machinery and tools owing to strikes
in the machine factories.
Both these documents will be referred to again. Captain
Hans Tauscher, mentioned in the second, was the repre-
sentative in the United States of the German Krupp works.
Papen had repeatedly interested him in his ventures.
To this side of Papen's activities no objection could be
taken, for it indubitably came within the sphere of a mili-
tary attache's work. It was naturally vexatious that these
documents should fall into the hands of Germany's enemies
at that time. That is something which a military attache
should never allow to happen.
But Papen did not let it rest there. He set about insti-
tuting acts of sabotage, which did not meet with the
approval of the German Ambassador, Count Bernstorff.
In order to understand how Papen was thus able to
place himself in open opposition to Count Bernstorff, we
must here briefly sketch the peculiar position of the Ger-
man military attaches. These officers were, it is true,
officially appointed to the ambassador of the time; in
their activities, however, they were independent to an
extraordinary degree. Whilst the ambassador could only
communicate with the Foreign Office, the military attache
was in direct communication with his own superiors. It
was quite sufficient if he sent the ambassador a copy of his
report at the same time as he dispatched it. Thus the
ambassador certainly always knew what his attache had
done, but he had no opportunity of communicating orders
to him, or of preventing him from taking action.
This explains why Count Bernstorff, who was as a general
rule a capable diplomat, was forced to look impotently on
while Papen busied himself with various matters which
seriously compromised German official representation. He
was not in a position to do anything to prevent them.